
 W ith 19in screens now fi rmly 
established as the size of 
choice for almost every type 

of PC user, there’s a huge range of 
models to choose from. You can start 
in the bargain basement with its 
lacklustre inhabitants at around 
£130, and move on up to the likes of 
the excellent Sony X-Black screens 
and their ilk, which come in at £300 
and over. CTX is pitching its new 
X962A as a ‘high specifi cation display 
at a very competitive price point’. 
However, the price point itself, of 
around £165, puts it up against some 
pretty fi erce and high-quality 
competition from the likes of Acer, 
BenQ, LG, Samsung and Sony, to 
name but a few.

Taking the CTX out of the box, 
the fi rst thing you notice about the 
screen is the blandness of the styling, 
which includes a cheap looking silver 
paint job on the bezel and a plasticky 
charcoal base. Lack of frills include 
no swivel or height adjustments on 
the base and a very basic set of three 

switches, which are actually mounted 
on the back panel. The switches 
themselves provide for power on/off, 
volume adjustment of the rather tinny 
built-in speakers, and access to the 
refreshingly intuitive and easy to use 
on-screen menu system, which can be 
used to control everything from auto-
setup to brightness, contrast and 
colour temperature settings.

In fairness, there are some 
impressive entries in the specifi cation 
list, including a high 700:1 maximum 
contrast ratio and a fast 8ms response 
time. Elsewhere, the list looks a bit 
lacking, especially when it comes to 
video inputs, because the CTX merely 
features a D-Sub analog input and 
there are no DVI digital options. 
Viewing angles are also a little on the 
thin side, with 160 degrees both 
horizontally and vertically.

The crunch point comes in the 
screen’s picture quality. The default 
setup is with the brightness adjusted 
to 100 per cent, presumably to make 
the CTX glare out of shop windows 

Low rent viewing
The new CTX X962A looks every inch built down to a price

 T he continuing price plummet of 
19in LCD screens means that 
many models are now available 

for little more than £100 – around a 
third of the price that they were a 
year or so ago. To compensate for this 
price crash, it’s a good idea to buy 
three screens instead of one, and the 
TripleHead2Go is the reason why.

Just as we were starting to think 
that the legendary Canadian graphics 
company, Matrox, had disappeared 
off the mainstream map, it’s back 
with a genuinely innovative and 
exciting device, which takes the video 
output of almost any graphics card 
and splits it three ways to feed three 
separate monitors. But rather than 
just giving you the same display three 
times over, it actually spreads your 
Windows desktop across all three 
screens, to envelop you in wrap-
around, surround-vision.

Smaller than a man’s hand, the 
remarkably compact main unit 
contains a DC input for the separate 
power supply, a D-Sub video input, 

and three D-Sub outputs for feeding 
your three screens. Sadly, the 
TripleHead2Go isn’t digital DVI 
compatible but we suspect the reason 
for this lies in the ‘2Go’ part of its 
moniker. This is because, with its 
small form factor and light weight, 
the Matrox is perfect for feeding from 
a laptop (most of which don’t have a 
DVI output anyway) and, in our tests, 
we got great results running three 
screens as well as being able to view 
the laptop’s own screen 
simultaneously. Besides, the 
3,840x1,024 resolution enabled by 
the Matrox TripleHead2Go would 
require non-standard Dual-Link 
DVI, which is only featured on the 
most expensive graphics cards.

The device makes use of the DDC 
(Display Data Channel) to tell 
Windows graphics cards that a 
3,840x1,024 display resolution is 
available. This stretches analog video 
to the limit, but the Matrox delivered 
very high quality results in our tests, 
with practically imperceptible video 

noise levels even when displaying very 
high frequency test charts.

The Matrox is hot property in the 
gaming world, but it offers equally big 
advantages on the business front. 
While we wouldn’t recommend 
splitting a single window across three 
screens, no matter how thin your 
LCD bezels are, it’s great being able to 
run different applications on each 
screen without having to switch 
between windowed applications. 
The TripleHead2Go really does give 
you the bigger picture. ■
Matthew Richards

Experience triple vision
Two eyes into three screens works with Matrox’s TripleHead2Go

3 The CTX isn’t a great 
performer when compared 
with the competition.

and battle with the brightness of the 
sunshine. We had to turn our review 
sample down to less than 50 per cent 
for both brightness and contrast in 
order to stop highlights washing out, 
at which point the colour temperature 
went a little bluish, in spite of being 
on its ‘warmer’ setting. However we 
tried to adjust it, the CTX screen 
just wasn’t accurate enough for image 
editing, and it barely scraped through 
for general viewing. It certainly 
wouldn’t be our fi rst choice for this 
amount of money. ■
Matthew Richards

3 The TripleHead2Go 
opens up a new world 
of surround-vision.
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Matrox 
TripleHead2Go
Price £256 (£218 ex VAT)
Supplier Matrox, 
0870 6065600
Info www.matrox.com/
graphics

Highlights
3,840x1,024 maximum 
combined resolution, 
45in diagonal with 3x 19in 
LCDs, Windows XP/2000 
DDC-compatible

Lowlights
60cm video input cable 

Standard features
1,920 x 480 (triple 640) 
60Hz, 2,400 x 600 (triple 
800) 60Hz, 3,072 x 768 
(triple 1024) 75Hz, 3,840 
x 1,024 (triple 1280) 
60Hz, up to 1,600x1,200 
display on centre 
screen, 92x107x25mm 
(WxDxH), 168g
Warranty Two years
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CTX X962A
Price £165 (£140 ex VAT)
Supplier CTX, 01923 
810800
Info www.ctxeurope.com

Highlights
700:1 max contrast ratio, 
8ms response time

Lowlights
15 pin D-Sub analog video 
connector, 160 degree 
H/V viewing angles

Standard features
1,280x1,024 native 
resolution, 250cd/m 
max brightness, 2x 1W 
speakers with amplifi er, 
internal power supply, 
419x200x439mm 
(WxDxH), 4.3Kg
Warranty Three year 
on-site
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